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SUBJ: WITHDRAWAL PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS FROM NORTHERN CHAD 
REE: NDJAMENA 2600 (NOTAL) 

1 . AETER CONSIDERABLE THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION WITH COUNTRY TEAM, 

AND WITH CONTINUING DECLINE FRENCH/CHADIAN RELATIONS, I HAVE 
VERY RELUCTANTLY DECIDED THAT WE SHOULD RECALL SIX PEACE CORPS 
VOLUNTEERS SERVING IN NORTHERN CHAD (2 IN FAYA, 2 IN ABECHE, 

ONE EACH IN ATI AND BILTINE), AREAS IN WHICH PHYSICAL SECURITY 
HAS BECOME MORE DOUBTEUL. DEPARTMENT AWARE OE VARIOUS HIGHLY 
SENSITIVE BUT WELL PLACED SOURCES WHO HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN 
TO US, WHICH TOGETHER WITH MORE RECENT WARNING WHICH EMBASSY 
HAS ECEIVED OF PROBLEMS IN EAYA, LED TO MY INITIAL DEIISION 
ON OCTOBER 1 1 (NDJAMENA 2600) TO RECALL TWO FAYA VOLUNTEERS. 
INDICATION THAT GOF MAY WITHDRAW ITS MILITARY ADVISORS/COOPERANTS 
FROM THESE AREAS IN VERY NEAR FUTURE HAS STRENGTHENED MY CONVICTION 
AS HAVE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA REPORTS THAT FRENCH PASTOR HOROLA 
CAPTURED IN EAST-CENTRAL CHAD IN JUNE, WILL BE SUBJECTED BY REBEL 
CAPTORS TO POLITICAL TRIAL. 

2. LITTLE DOUBT THAT REACTION GOC AT SENIOR LEVELS AS WELL AS 
WORKING LEVELS, BOTH ON POLITICAL SIDE AND EDUCATIONAL SIDE, 

MAY INCLUDE ELEMENTS OF DISMAY. DCM AND PEACE CORES DIRECTOR 
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AFFAIRS THAT WE ARE CONSIDERING THESE WITHDRAWALS, AND THAT WE 
LROPOSE DISCUSS THEM WITH MINISTER EDUCATION. DCM WILL STRESS 
THAT ALTER CAREEUL CONSIDERATION AND CONSULTATION WITH WASHINGTON, 
USG HAS RELUCTANTLY COME TOIONCLUSION THAT POSSIBILITY OF PER- 
SONAL DANGER TO VOLUNTEERS IN THESE AREAS, ALTHOUGH POBABLY 
REMOTE, NEVETTHELESS CANNOT BE IGNORED, AND THAT EOR THEIR 
PERSONAL SECURITY AND EOR SAKE CONTINUED GOOD BILATERAL RELATIONS 
WITH CHAD, IT IS BEST TO NEGATE EVEN THIS SMALL DANGER HNSOEAR 
AS POSSIBLE. HE WILL MENTION POSSIBILITY THAT OUR PEOPLE MIGHT 
BE TAKEN HOSTAGE, WHICH WILL BE READILY UNDERSTOOD BY CHADIAN 
OEFICIALS. WE EXPECT THAT ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE FOR THE 
UTILIZATION OE THESE VOLUNTEERS IN OTHER AREAS CHAD. 

3. IN BEST TRADITION OE PEACE CORPS, DEDICATION THEIR WORK, 

WE EULLY EXPECT REACTION OE INDIVIDUAL VOLUNTEERS TO THIS DECI- 
SION ALSO TO BE ONE OE DISMAY. I PARTICULARLY HOPE THAT 
DEPARTMENT WILL SUPPORT WITH PCAVASHINGTON, CHAD PEACE CORPS 
DIRECTOR'S REQUEST EOR WHATEVER ADMINISTRATIVE AND EINANCIAL 
SUPPORT WILL BE REQUIRED TO EASE THE TRANSITION OE THESE LINE 
YOUND PEOPLE TO NEW ASSIGNMENTS .LPTLE 
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